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Licencing of ACTRIS (meta)data, and software

This document provides the recommendation for use of licenses on ACTRIS data, metadata, software and
concepts as approved at the ACTRIS ERIC 1%t General Assembly — 5" and 6™ June, 2023

The document is edited by Cathrine Lund Myhre, director ACTRIS Data Centre, NILU
Version 1: 29 June 2022

Version 2: 10 May 2023 — adding a section about data levels.
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ACTRIS data levels

y

ACTRIS data level 0

Raw sensor output. Native
resolution, metadata
necessary for next level

ACTRIS data level 1

Calibrated and quality
assured data with minimum
level of quality control.

ACTRIS data level 2

Approved and fully quality
controlled ACTRIS data
product or geophysical
variable

ACTRIS data Level 3

Elaborated ACTRIS data
products derived by post-
processing of ACTRIS Leve
0-1-2, and data from
other sources. The data
can be gridded or not.

For description of ACTRIS data levels and products in more detail, see ACTRIS data management plan.
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Recommendations on the licenses for ACTRIS data, metadata, and software

Licenses Comment

Data levels and data products

Level 0 data

CCBY 4.0

Conclusion on recommendation made at Rl com 8t October 2021,
Supported by IAC 4" November, with no reported objections or
concerns.

Level 1 data

CCBY 4.0

Conclusion on recommendation made at Rl com 8t October 2021.
Supported by IAC 4" November, with no reported objections or
concerns.

Level 2 data

CCBY 4.0

Conclusion on recommendation made at RI com 11* June 2021.
Supported by IAC 4 November, with no reported objections or
concerns.

Level 3 data

Recommend
CCBY4

Open from case to case: This will depend on the product, and
need agreement with the collaborating data producer. The
recommendation is to use the same as for level 2 data.

Conclusion on recommendation made at RI com 8t October 2021.
Supported by IAC 4" November, with no reported objections or
concerns.

Legacy level 2
data

Recommend
CCBY4

Rl Committee strongly recommend CC BY 4.0 to keep
homogeneous use of time series, back in time.

Open for the NF to decide, when the contract with ACTRIS ERIC is
signed.

Supported by IAC 4" November, with no reported objections or
concerns. Supported at the NF forum meeting 10t May 2022
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Licenses Comment

Metadata

For level 1 and level 2|CCBY 4.0 Discussion at Rl comm meeting 11" November 2021. Conclusion and
metadata recommendation made the Rl comm meeting 10t June 2022.

Not discussed at IAC

Software

Software and digitalAGPL GPL3 was discussed at Rl comm meeting 11" March 2022. Conclusion
tools developed by TC and recommendation made at Rl comm meeting 10" June 2022 for
and/or DC the GPL3. Then we decided to use a modified version “GNU Affero

General Public License (AGPL)” which is compatible with GPL3 but do
also take use of web services into account.

Not discussed at IAC
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Recommendations on the licenses for concepts used by community

ACTRIS develops concepts where the aim is that the concepts should be adapted and used in the full
environmental community, across all fields and applications e.g as new community standards.

License on concepts will be decided on case by case, but generally the aim is that this is used as wide as
possible, not necessarily referenced back to ACTRIS in all cases.

Licenses Comment

Concepts for community

ACTRIS Vocabulary: |CCO Vocabulary is a concept for the whole community. It is a goal
that the ACTRIS vocabulary is used as broad as possible, e.g.
within other networks. It might be a threshold to require
attribution to ACTRIS every time the vocabulary is used. This
can also be added at a later stage, if that is warranted

https://vocabulary.actr
is.nilu.no/skosmos/en/

Supported by Rl comm at the meeting 10" June 2022.
Recommendation made by ACTRIS DC leader, and In-Situ DS
unit leader leading the work with vocabulary within ENVRI-
FAIR.
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Annex I: Links to the licenses recommended within ACTRIS

Creative Commons CCBY4
Please see CCBY4

Human-readable summary:

©@®

Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)

You are free to:

It
O.Ul sy
L
Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or
PP
format A
Wor*

Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material

for any purpose, even commercially.

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the

license terms.

Under the following terms:

@ Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a

may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that

suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms

or technological measures that legally restrict others from

doing anything the license permits.
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The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication - CCO
Please see CCO

Human-readable summary:

©@®

CCO0 1.0 Universal (CC0 1.0)
Public Domain Dedication

No Copyright

; a@(:\_lliu;-w

The person who associated a work with this deed has < OVED FoR

dedicated the work to the public domain by waiving all of his APPE .
or her rights to the work worldwide under copyright law, ) Wﬂf“*'

including all related and neighboring rights, to the extent
allowed by law.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even
for commercial purposes, all without asking permission. See
Other Information below.

Other Information

+ In noway are the patent or trademark rights of any person
affected by CCO, nor are the rights that other persons may
have in the work or in how the work is used, such as publicity

or privacy rights.

« Unless expressly stated otherwise, the person who associated
awork with this deed makes no warranties about the work,
and disclaims liability for all uses of the work, to the fullest
extent permitted by applicable law.

= When using or citing the work, you should not imply
endorsement by the author or the affirmer.
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The GNU Affero General Public License

The GNU Affero General Public License is based on the GNU GPL, but has an additional term to allow users
who interact with the licensed software over a network to receive the source for that program. We

recommend that people consider using the GNU AGPL for any software which will commonly be run over
a network. The latest version is version 3.

Essential properties:
* Gives end users 4 freedoms: run, study, share, and modify the software.
*  Waiver of liability.
e Written by Richard Stallman, founder of Free Software Foundation

*  Copyleft license: derivative work must be distributed under the same or compatible license, also
when web services are used.

For ACTRIS:
* ACTRIS cannot be held liable if software is faulty.

e External partners modifying the software need to publish their changes under the same license,
i.e. ACTRIS benefits from partners work.

e ACTRIS should keep the leading role in the software project.
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